GURUDEV AND GANDHIJt
like that of a comet, trailed a dazzling path for a brief
moment. In such an atmosphere and in such a family was
Rabindranath Tagore born and brought up, handsome
and gifted, fed on the very milk and honey of India's best
culture. The influence of the Maharshi, whose life remains
recorded as an authentic chapter in the annals of the experi-
ments of India's sages with Truth, formed the spiritual
background of Rabindranath's education. This saved the
Indian Goethe from the natural paganism of a poet's creed
and made him in spirit a kinsman of Gandhi's.
What of young Gandhi? Though born in a respectable
and well-to-do family of upright parents, he was not the
favourite of fortune like Tagore on whom Nature seems
to have showered every possible gift and blessing. Shy and
reserved, of no extraordinary distinction in appearance or
talent to mark him off from others, he gave no promise in
his boyhood of the superhuman stature he was to attain
later. It was as though Nature, jealous of the delicate and
precious instrument she was fashioning, wanted to ward
off the evil eye and so hid it in a commonplace sheath. Not
even the instrument itself was aware of the herculean
mission that awaited it in the world outside. No conscious-
ness of genius haunted it, no prophet's frenzy ruffled the
placid surface of an uneventful boyhood, no passionate
longings forced their way out of the deep caverns of the
soul. He was spared all premature strain of that over-
whelming consciousness of his destiny, which has been the
making and also the unmaking of many geniuses and pro-
phets, till his mind had ripened and was able to bear the
strain lightly, without pride and without aggressiveness. It
is true that a deep sense of loyalty to his parents, of devo-
tion to duty, of truthfulness, and an unwillingness to think
ill of others were evident even in the little schoolboy, but
in the setting in which he was born and brought up, these
qualities were not perhaps extraordinary; nor did they
give any hint of the dynamic mind of one of the world's
greatest revolutionaries.
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